
 Horden Parish Council 

 Horden Social Welfare Centre 
Seventh Street 

Horden, County Durham 
SR8 4LX 

Tel: 0191 518 0823 
27 March 2026 
 
Dear Member 
 
You are summoned to attend the Horden Parish Council Meeting to be held in Horden Social Welfare 
Centre, Seventh Street, Horden on Thursday 2 April 2026 at 6:00pm. 
 

HORDEN PARISH COUNCIL ORDER OF BUSINESS 
Meeting to be held 2 April 2026 

 
1. Apologies for Absence – to consider for approval. 
2. Declarations of Interest – to receive declarations of interest from Members on items of the 

agenda in accordance with the Localism Act 2011 and the Council’s Code of Conduct.  
3. Minutes of the Horden Parish Council Meeting held 5 March 2026 (enclosed) – to 

consider for approval. 
4. Minutes of the Personnel Committee Meeting held 12 January 2026 – to receive the 

information. 
5. Public Participation – to receive any representations or questions from the public in 

accordance with standing orders 3 e-g. Members of the Public are invited to address the 
Parish Council on matters relating to the agenda for up to 3 minutes per person during 
a period not exceeding 20 minutes. 

6. Register of Delegated Decisions – to note there are no additional decisions to approve.  
7. Damage and Incident Report (enclosed) – to note no reports to consider. 
8. Cemetery Burial and Income Report 23/02/26 – 22/03/26 (enclosed) – to receive the 

information.  
9. County Councillor Update – to receive the information. 
10. Cash Withdrawals and Debit Card Transactions to March 2026 (enclosed) – to note no 

transactions to report. 
11. Bank Transfer(s) – to approve transfer(s). 
12. Invoices for endorsement for payment (enclosed) – to approve for payment.  
13. Members/Officers Allowances – to consider any claims for approval. 
14. Date of Annual Meeting of Electors – to set date. 
15. DCC Consultation on the Discount Market Sale Supplementary Planning Document 

(SPD) – to consider a response. 
16. Horden Community Events Association – to consider request. 
17. Victory Church Correspondence – to consider request. 
18. Friends of North East War Memorial Request – to consider request. 
 

 

Samantha Shippen 
 Clerk to the Council 

27 March 2026 
To: All Members of Horden Parish Council/cc Public Notice 
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HORDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
Minutes of Meeting held 5 March 2026 

 
 

Present:  Councillor F Leadbitter (Chairman) 
Councillors C Armstrong, T Baldersera, D Bellingham, C Cain, P Laing, W Morrow, T Usher, J Ward, 
G Wetherell, L Williams and F Winrow. 

 
Staff:  Mrs S Shippen (Clerk to the Council) and Mr C Jackson (Deputy Clerk) 
 
HPC25/26/217 Apologies for Absence. 

RESOLVED: Apologies be APPROVED for Councillor R Bagnall, C Robson and D Tait. 
 

HPC25/26/218 Declarations of Interest. 
  No declarations of interest were made. 
 
HPC25/26/219 Minutes of the Horden Parish Council Meeting held 5 February 2026. 

 RESOLVED: The minutes were confirmed as a true and accurate record and signed by the 
Chairman. 

 
HPC25/26/220 Public Participation. 
  No members of the Public were present 
   
HPC25/26/221 Register of Delegated Decisions. 
  There were no delegated decisions to report. 
 
HPC25/26/222 Damage and Incident Report. 
  RESOLVED:  Council NOTE the report. 
 
HPC25/26/223 Cemetery Burial and Income Report 26/01/2026 - 22/02/2026. 
  RESOLVED: Council NOTE the report. 
 
HPC25/26/224 Outdoor Team Manager Report 

RESOLVED:  Council NOTE the report. 
 

HPC25/26/225 Finance Report. 
  RESOLVED: Council RECEIVE the information. 
 

HPC25/26/226 County Councillor Report. 
  RESOLVED: Council NOTE the report.  
 
HPC25/26/227 Cash Withdrawals and Debit Card Transactions to February 2026. 

  RESOLVED:  Council APPROVE the debit card transactions totalling £13.38 
 

HPC25/26/228 Bank Transfers. 
The Clerk stated that £50,000 was transferred from the CCLA account to the Current account and that 
an additional £30,000 may be required in the following month.  
RESOLVED: Council ENDORSE the transfer from the CCLA account to the Current account. 

 
HPC25/26/229 Invoices for endorsement for payment. 

RESOLVED:  Council ENDORSE payment of the attached schedule of invoices plus additional 
schedule totalling £43,254.11 Councillors F Leadbitter and W Morrow to authorise. 
 

HPC25/26/230 Members/Officers Allowances. 
RESOLVED:  Council APPROVE the Officer allowance of £208.80 with an additional travel expense 
to Gosforth. 
 

HPC25/26/231 2025/26 Review of Effective Internal Controls 
  RESOLVED: Council APPROVE the 2025/26 Review of the Effectiveness Internal Controls. 
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  Risk Management Review.  
HPC25/26/232 a) Strategic. 

  RESOLVED:  Council APPROVE the Strategic Risk Management Review. 
 
HPC25/26/233 b) Financial. 

  RESOLVED:  Council APPROVE the Financial Risk Management Review. 
 
HPC25/26/234 Ensemble ’84. 
  RESOLVED:  Council AGREE to decline the request and ADVISE the Clerk to respond. 
 
HPC25/26/235 CDALC AGM 
  RESOLVED: Council ADVISE the delegates to approve the changes to the constitution.  
 
  National Association of Councillors. 
HPC25/26/236  a) NAC Conference. 
  RESOLVED: Council AGREE not to send a representative. 
 
HPC25/26/237 b) NAC Meetings 2026   
  RESOLVED: Council RECEIVE the information. 
 
Meeting concluded at 6:40pm 
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Horden Parish Council Invoices for Payment February 2026 

  

SUPPLIER  DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT          Pay 
Ref: 

Amazon 20.02.2026 Cleaning Supplies - SWC £245.89 BACS 
Amazon 23.02.2026 Z Fold Hand Towels - SWC £36.94 BACS 
Co-operative Bank 02.03.2026  BACS/FD Online Fees - February 2026 £70.44 D/D 
Corona Energy 04.03.2026 Sunderland Road Pavilion Electricity 01/02/26 - 

28/02/26  
£204.33 D/D 

Culligan (UK) Limited 15.02.2026 Water Cooler Rental & Service - February 2026 £34.20 D/D 
DAC Beachcroft 27.02.2026 VAT element of Professional Fee (insurance claim) £1,770.10 BACS 
Document Solutions UK 
Ltd 

27.02.2026 Photocopying Fees February 2026 £42.00 D/D 

Durham County Council 19.02.2026 Additional Council Tax Fee - Cemetery Lodge £302.64 D/D 
DWP Joinery Services 25.02.2026 Vermin Control £50.00 BACS 
E-on Next 03.03.2026 Gas SWC 02/02/2026 - 01/03/2026 £1,059.23 D/D 
E-on Next 03.03.2026 Electricity Cemetery 01/02/2026 - 28/02/2026 £43.11 D/D 
ITC Service Limited 28.02.2026 Unifi Security & Office 365 Officers & 

Domain/Hosting/Estate Management & 365 Backup 
- March 2026 

£448.56 D/D 

Magnum Cleaning 
Services (Adam Bell) 

20.02.2026 Window Cleaning - SWC £45.00 BACS 

Microshade Business 
Consultants Ltd 

01.02.2026 Hosted Application Service - Rialtas - February 2026 £215.76 BACS 

MKM B S (Peterlee) 
Limited 

04.02.2026 Sand and Gravel £334.93 BACS 

Octopus Energy 18.02.2026 Welfare House Gas & Electricity 22/01/2026 - 
17/02/2026 

£36.06 D/D 

Octopus Energy 18.02.2026 Cemetery Lodge Gas & Electricity 02/02/26 -
17/02/26 

£38.28 D/D 

Scottish Power 03.03.2026 SWC Electricity 05/02/2026 - 03/03/2026 £618.78 D/D 
Select Telecom Limited 31.01.2026 Admin Phone Lines/Calls/Internet - February 2026 £161.26 D/D 
SLCC Enterprises Limited 20.02.2026 ILCA - BH £168.00 BACS 
SLCC Enterprises Limited 20.02.2026 First Time Managers - BH £210.60 BACS 
SLCC Enterprises Limited 20.02.2026 Reginal Training Seminar - CJ £162.00 BACS 

SLCC Enterprises Limited 20.02.2026 Reginal Training Seminar - SS £66.00 BACS 
SLCC Enterprises Limited 20.02.2026 Membership Fee - SS £406.00 BACS 
TJ's Heating & Home 
Improvements  

15.02.2026 Supply & Fit Fuse Boxes to Two Heaters & Restore 
Connection to Two Sockets 

£240.00 BACS 

Vodafone 20.02.2026 Mobile Phones £43.60 D/D 
VP Plc 10.02.2026 Shoring £961.08 BACS 
Wex 16.02.2026 Vehicle Fuel - Iveco Pick Up £29.58 D/D 
Wex 23.02.2026 Equipment Fuel £83.86 D/D 
Wex 22.02.2026 Vehicle Trackers £14.40 D/D 
OTHER PAYMENTS         

Co-op Bank 05.02.2026 Wages Week 44 £5,321.80 BACS 
Co-op Bank  12.02.2026 Wages Week 45 £5,321.60 BACS 
Co-op Bank 19.02.2026 Wages Week 46 £5,320.81 BACS 
Co-op Bank 26.02.2026 Wages Week 47 £5,311.60 BACS 
Durham County Council 02.03.2026 Superannuation Weeks 45 - 48 £6,750.32 BACS 
HMRC 02.03.2026 PAYE Weeks 45 - 48 £6,811.53 BACS 
Durham County Council 02.03.2026 Attachment Weeks 45 - 48 £273.82 BACS 
    Horden Parish Council 

 FEBRUARY 2026 TOTAL 
 

£43,254.11  
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HORDEN PARISH COUNCIL 
PERSONNEL COMMITTEE 

Minutes of Meeting held 12th January 2026 
 

Present: 
 
Staff: 
 
 

Councillor L Williams (Chairman). 
Councillors T Baldasera, C Cain, J Ward and G Wetherell. 
Mrs S Shippen, Clerk to the Council and Mr C Jackson, Deputy Clerk. 
 
 

PERS 
25/26/021 
 
PERS 
25/26/022 
 
PERS 
25/26/023 
 
PERS 
25/26/024 
 
 
 
 
PERS 
25/26/025 
 
 
 
 
PERS 
25/26/026 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
PERS 
25/26/027 
 

Apologies for Absence 
All councillors were present. 

 
Declarations of Interest  
No declarations were received. 
 
Minutes of the Personnel Committee held 5th September 2025  
RESOLVED that the minutes be approved as a correct record and signed by the chairman. 
 
Exclusion of Press and Public 
RESOLVED that in accordance with Section 1 (2) of the Public Bodies (Admission to Meetings) 
Act, 1960, to exclude the press and public from the meeting for the following items of business on 
the grounds that it involves information prejudicial to the public interest by reason of the personal 
and confidential nature of the business to be transacted. 
 
Wages Budget 2026/27 
The Clerk presented figures with options for a 3.5% and 4.5% increase as requested by Council. 
RESOLVED that the 3.5% figures be recommended for inclusion in budgets to Council on 15th 
January 2026 and that a Earmarked Reserve of £15k - £20k be set aside by Council at year end 
to meet any additional wages increases. 
 
Clerk to the Council 
RESOLVED that the Committee 
1. NOTES the resignation of the Clerk to the Council effective 31 March 2026; 
2. APPOINTS Colin Jackson as Clerk to the Council effective from 1st April 2026 at SCP 37 on 

the understanding that there is a requirement to obtain CiLCA not later than 31st July 2026; 
3. APPROVES the revised job description and grade LC3 (SCP 37-41) for the Clerk to the 

Council;  
4. APPROVES a mentoring support package for the new Clerk to the Council; 
5. AGREES the documentation to support reviews, and agree reviews on or around 10th April, 

1st May, 1 July and before 30 September 2026; 
6. RECOMMEND that Council appoints a sub-committee to oversee the reviews of the new 

Clerk; 
7. APPROVE the suggested Administration structure contained in the report. 

Staff Matters.  
The Committee considered matters in the confidential report. 
RESOLVED that the Committee 
1. NOTES the unpaid leave of absence and management thereof; 
2. AGREES that payroll provision be moved to Moore Pay from April 2026 at a cost of £1,500 

per annum; 
3. CONGRATULATES Brooke Howarth on the achievement of NVQ Level 3 in Business 

Administration. 
 

Meeting finished at 6.50pm. 
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Thorpe Road Cemetery Report 23rd February 2026 to 22nd March 2026  
    
INTERMENT (inc. Ashes)   
PLOT DETAIL RESIDENT FEE 
S7 FULL BURIAL YES £340.00 
GARDEN C 17 ASHES YES £227.00 
G464 FULL BURIAL YES £340.00 
        

    TOTAL £907.00 

    

PURCHASE OF PLOT - EXCLUSIVE RIGHT   
PLOT DETAIL   FEE 
GARDEN C 35 TRANSFER  NO £88.00 
N33 TRANSFER  YES £34.00 
        

    TOTAL £122.00 
SUPPLY OF IMMOVABLE MEMORIAL  
  

  
  

PLOT DETAIL RESIDENT FEE 
N96 ADD INSCRIPTION YES £72 
L8 NEW STONE NO £268 
G731 NEW STONE NO £268 
GARDEN D 79 NEW STONE YES £113 
GARDEN D 78 NEW STONE NO £268 
S9 NEW STONE NO £268 
        

    TOTAL £1,257.00 

    
SUPPLY OF MEMORIAL PLAQUE     FEE 

        
    TOTAL £0.00 

    
MISCELLANEOUS     FEE 
    TOTAL £0.00 

      

  

TOTAL 
INCOME £2,286.00 
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Horden Parish Council 11 
 
26 Mar 2026 
 
County Councillor Report 
 
1. Full Council  
 
There were no motions or questions from the public therefore the Full Council Meeting was not convened 
on 25 Mar 26.  
 
2. Local Matters 
 
Allotment consultation has continued, and the proposals have become frustrating for some allotment 
tenants. Many allotments across the county are under full association and are managed by their residents 
who have an interest in the operation of their plots. Managing these issues through the council is always 
going to result in some not being content with the final outcome.  
Council Leaders have criticised the Government’s decision to restart a scheme that precures properties for 
asylum seekers. This has been re-started without consultation as these processes were paused shortly 
after the new administration took over. The council is exploring legal action after the announcement 
shocked County Hall officials.  
 
3. Issues from Residents 
 
The fly tip at the old Trust site has had many complaints from residents as they have been fearful that this 
would be set alight as we have seen some fires on that plot of land previously. In addition, we continue to 
fight against ASB in the area as removal of safety bollards in pedestrian areas is resulting in vehicles 
gaining access to these areas and it is becoming dangerous for pedestrians and dog walkers.  
 
4. Master Plan 
 
A meeting with the planners relating to Horden Master Plan has taken place and there is an expectation 
that they will receive a response by the beginning of Apr. I will keep the Parish Council updated with any 
information I receive. The issues looking forward have been discussed and I have requested that the 
planning department try to separate objections relating to the project into what the council ‘can’t do’ to what 
it ‘won’t do’. Work has continued to provide residents with accurate updates and not rely on anecdotes that 
may not be accurate. Those in full opposition to the plan have not had any valuation of their properties.  
The concern remains that private companies buy up all these properties and the residents of Horden would 
have no say whatsoever as to who will be accommodated in them. I am working with the housing 
allocations department with respect to accessibility to new builds for residents of Horden/East Durham that 
have not just arrived in the North East from other parts of the country.  
 
 
 
(Electronically Signed) 
 
Cllr Dawn Bellingham  
Horden and Dene House 
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Horden Parish Council Invoices for Payment March 2026 
  

SUPPLIER  DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT          Pay 
Ref: 

A1 Trophies & Engraving 17.03.2026 In Memory Brass Plaque £204.00 BACS 
Banner Group Limited 19.03.2026 50 x 2nd Class Stamps £43.50 BACS 
CISWO 10.03.2026 Sunderland Road Annual Rent 26/27 £409.94 BACS 
CJ's Executive Travel Limited 10.03.2026 A is for Amy Bus Hire 07/03/2026 £140.00 BACS 
Corona Energy 13.03.2026 Memorial Park Electricity 01/02/26 - 28/02/26  £30.56 D/D 
Creative Youth 
Opportunities 

10.03.2026 A is for Amy Staff Costs  £337.50 BACS 

Culligan (UK) Limited 15.03.2026 Water Cooler Rental & Service - March 2026 £34.20 D/D 
Durham County Council 04.03.2026 Cemetery Council Tax 01/04/2026 - 31/03/2027  

(£251.40 1st month £252.00 monthly x 9) 
£2,519.40 D/D 

Durham County Council 04.03.2026 SWC Council Tax 01/04/2026 - 31/03/2027  
(£771.26 1st month £773.00 monthly x 9) 

£7,728.26 D/D 

Durham County Council 04.03.2026 Sunderland Road Pavillion Council Tax 
01/04/2026 - 31/03/2027  
(£74.93 1st month £79.00 monthly x 9) 

£785.93 D/D 

Durham County Council 09.03.2026 Cemetery Council Tax 01/04/2026 - 31/03/2027  
(£870.87 1st month £874.00 monthly x 9) 

£8,736.87 D/D 

Durham County Council 09.03.2026 Welfare House Council Tax 01/04/2026 - 
31/03/2027 (£391.04 1st month £388.00 
monthly x 9) 

£3,883.04 D/D 

East Durham College 09.03.2026 Wood Chipper Course - RH £125.00 BACS 
Eon Next 18.03.2026 Electricity Cemetery 22/02/2026-28/02/2026 £8.88 D/D 
Harbour Support Services 10.03.2026 A is for Amy  Project Costs £75.00 BACS 
Hydraulic Technical Services 
(North East) Ltd 

10.03.2026 Fittings for Grave Shoreing £36.00 BACS 

Microshade Ltd 01.03.2026 Hosted Application Service - Rialtas - March 26 £215.76 BACS 

Octopus Energy 12.03.2026 Welfare House Gas & Electricity 18/02/26 - 
11/03/26 

£30.61 D/D 

Octopus Energy 12.03.2026 CREDIT Welfare House Gas & Electricity -£1.00 CREDIT 
Octopus Energy 12.03.2026 Cemetery Lodge Gas & Electricity 18/02/26 - 

11/03/26 
£22.60 D/D 

Scottish Power 08.03.2026 Cemetery Electricity 01/03/2026-02/03/2026 £2.34 D/D 
Scottish Power 12.03.2026 Memorial Park Electricity 01/03/26 - 02/03/26  £1.69 D/D 
Select Telecom Limited 28.02.2026 Admin Phone Lines/Calls/Internet - March 2026 £138.86 D/D 
Siemens Financial Serv Ltd 15.03.2026 Photocopier Lease 14/04/2026-13/07/2026  £178.56 D/D 

Vodafone 20.03.2026 Mobile Phones £46.90 D/D 
Wex 09.03.2026 Equipment Fuel - Cemetery £57.71 D/D 
OTHER PAYMENTS         
Co-op Bank 05.03.2026 Wages Week 48 £5,310.72 BACS 
Co-op Bank 12.03.2026 Wages Week 49 £5,311.10 BACS 
Co-op Bank 19.03.2026 Wages Week 50 £5,514.30 BACS 
Co-op Bank 26.03.2026 Wages Week 51 £10,889.60 BACS 
Wave 11.03.2026 Cemetery Water 11/12/25 - 10/03/26 

(£121.00 pcm) 
£165.18 D/D 

    Horden Parish Council  
MARCH 2026 TOTAL 

 
£52,983.01  
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From: Planning Policy- Durham County Council 
<planning.policy.durham.county.council@notifications.service.gov.uk>  

Sent: 27 February 2026 11:30 

To: Clerk - Horden Parish Council <clerk@horden-pc.gov.uk> 

Subject: Consultation on the Discount Market Sale Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) 

I am writing to advise that the Council are now consulting on the Discount Market Sale 
Supplementary Planning Document (SPD) between 09:00 on Friday 27 February and 17:00 on 
Monday 13 April 2026. 

Background 

The Discount Market Sale SPD provides clarification on our aƯordable housing policies in 
relation to new build Discount Market Sale (DMS) homes. The document supports the current 
County Durham Plan which seeks to ensure that the aƯordable housing needs of the county are 
met. 

DMS homes are new properties which are sold at less than market value, and where a discount 
is applied on all future sales of the home. This document explains the process used to decide 
what discount is needed to make the property aƯordable but allow the price to be viable for the 
developer to be able to build and sell the home. 

The SPD and further details on how to provide your comments can be viewed at: 
https://letstalkcountydurham.co.uk/en-GB/projects/discount-market-sale-supplementary-
planning-document  

Yours faithfully, 

Strategy and Delivery Team  
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Dear Clerk, 

I hope you are well. 

I am writing to request that an item be placed on the agenda for the next Parish Council 
meeting. 

The item relates to our upcoming Easter scavenger hunt. We would like to ask the council for 
permission to place an answer or clue in each of the local parks as part of the activity. 

This would help us create an engaging and community-focused event for local families over the 
Easter period. 

Please let me know if you require any further information. I will also be attending the meeting 
and will be able to answer any questions on the night  

Kind regards, 

Cheryl Bell  

Horden Community Events Association  
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REGISTERED CHARITY NO: 1113088 
        Chair: Janet Brown, Bilsdale, Ulgham, Morpeth, Northumberland, NE61 3AR. janet@newmp.org.uk 

           Secretary: Dorothy Hall, 14 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham, DH3 3SD. dorothy@newmp.org.uk 
 

Friends Email: john@newmp.org.uk 
 

Friends of the North East War Memorials Project 
 
The North East War Memorials Project (Registered Charity No. 1120080) was formed in 2004 with the aim of 
recording all War Memorials between the River Tweed and Tees. 

 
2026 marks the thirtieth eighth anniversary of systematic recording of the North East's War Memorials.  This early 
venture developed into the North East War Memorials Project.  So far over 5,000 War Memorials have been listed.  
We cover all wars, from Otterburn and Flodden, Crimea, South Africa, the Great War and World War II to the conflicts 
of the present day, Iraq and Afghanistan. 

 
Our website www.newmp.org.uk was set up nineteen years ago, with Heritage Lottery funding.  Everything we can 
find on the memorials themselves and other information which has a relevance, is to be found on the website.  Our 
"Every Name a Story" section, for each place, is where we tell the individual stories of those whose names are 
remembered in our local communities.  We also include the stories of those who are not listed, for whatever reason, 
on the memorials. The 70th Infantry Brigade pages give details of a local TA unit, raised entirely in County Durham in 
1939. 

 
www.newmp.org.uk  is unique in the country because of the size of the area we cover and the details we provide 
about our War Memorials. The website is well respected and well used not only by people in our local communities 
but across the world by people with North East roots. 

 
However, we need to raise funds to keep the website going. If you are interested in the local history of the North East 
and would like to support the Project, you can become a Friend of NEWMP by giving an annual donation.  

 
We request that this donation be a minimum of £15.00, and we are grateful for any donations above that amount 
that you choose to send. 

 
I would like to become a Friend of NEWMP 

 
Name………………………………………………Title……………………… 

 
Address……………………………………………………………… 

 
……………………………………………………………….……... 

 
Post Code………….…………………………….. 

 
Email address………………………………………………………… 

 
Date………………………………………………………………………… 

 
Amount………………………………………………………………………. 

 
Gift Aid Declaration –  
Do you wish your donation to be included in our Gift Aid returns Yes/No 

 
Bank Details  Account Name North East War Memorials Project 
Sort Code: 20-27-43  Account Number: 60173444 
 
By PayPal via the www.newmp.org.uk website Friends page on News and Events 
Or by cheque made payable to North East War Memorials Project 
NEWMP Treasurer 14 Park Road North, Chester-le-Street, Co. Durham, DH3 3SD 
 
Thank you 


