
 Horden Social Welfare Centre  
Seventh Street  

Horden  
County Durham  

SR8 4LX  
Tel: 0191 518 0823  

09 May 2025 
  
Dear Member   
  
You are hereby summoned to attend the Meeting of Horden Parish Council (meeting in their 
capacity as the Trustee of Horden Recreation Ground) to be held in Horden Social Welfare Centre, 
Seventh Street, Horden on Thursday 15th May 2025 immediately following the Meeting of Horden 
Parish Council for the purposes of transacting the following business:  
  

HORDEN RECREATION GROUND  
ORDER OF BUSINESS  

Meeting to be held 15 May 2025 
  

1 Election of Chairman 2025/26 
2 Election of Vice-Chairman 2025/26 
3 Apologies for Absence – to consider for approval.  
4 Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda. 
5 Minutes of the Meeting held 3rd April 2025 (enclosed) – to consider for approval.  
6 Public Participation – to receive any representations or questions from the public in accordance 

with standing orders 3 e-g. Members of the Public are invited to address the Committee on 
matters relating to the agenda for up to 3 minutes per person during a period not exceeding 
20 minutes.  

7 Register of Delegated Decisions – to note there are no decisions since the last report. 
8 Outdoor Team Manager Report - to consider the report. 
9 Horden Recreation Ground Financial: 

a) Bank Balance as at 31/03/2025 – to note the information.  
b) Finance Report (enclosed) – to consider Income, Expenditure and Variance Reports to 

31/03/2025 (unaudited)  
c) Invoices for endorsement for payment (enclosed) – to approve payment 

10 South Terrace Wall update (enclosed) – to consider the report and tenders. 
11 Legal Advice (Confidential) (enclosed) – to consider the report.  
 

  
Samantha Shippen  

Clerk to the Council  
9th May 2025 

 
To:  The Trustee of Horden Recreation Ground/cc Public Notice  
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HORDEN RECREATION GROUND COMMITTEE 
Minutes of Meeting held 3 April 2025 

 
Present: 
 
 
 
Staff: 
 
Other: 
 
 
 
 
HRG 
24/25/119 
 
HRG 
24/25/120 
 
HRG 
24/25/121 
 
HRG 
24/25/122 
 
 
 
HRG 
24/25/123 
 
HRG 
24/25/124 
 
HRG 
24/25/125 
 
HRG 
24/25/126 
 
 
 
HRG 
24/25/127 
 
 
 
 
HRG 
24/25/128 
 
HRG 
24/25/129 
 
 
HRG 
24/25/129 
 
 
 
 

Councillor F Leadbitter (Chair) 
Councillors R Bagnall, T Baldasera, C Cain, E Laing, W Morrow, C Robson, A Turner, J Ward,  
L Williams and P Wood. 
 
Mrs S Shippen (Clerk to the Council) and Mr C Jackson (Deputy Clerk).   
 
Two members of the public were present. 
 
Chair and Vice Chair were unable to attend the meeting, it was AGREED that Councillor F Leadbitter 
would be Chair for the meeting. 
 
Apologies for Absence.  
RESOLVED: That apologies be APPROVED Councillor W Smith, D Tait and F Winrow. 
 
Declarations of Interest in items on the agenda.  
Councillor C Cain declared an interest in item 9 as Chairman of the football club. 
 
Minutes of Meetings held 6th March 2025. 
RESOLVED: The Minutes be confirmed as a true record and signed by the Chair.  
 
Public Participation. 
Two members of the public were present and gave information of agenda item 10 Junior Park Run, 
which they propose to run every Sunday from 09:00am. They provided further information on 
insurances and safety precautions and volunteer management. 
 
Register of Delegated Decisions. 
RESOLVED:  Trustee NOTED the decisions since the last report. 
 
Damage and Incident Report. 
RESOLVED: Trustee NOTED no damage and incidents to consider. 
 
Outdoor Team Manager report. 
RESOLVED:  Trustee NOTED the report. 
 
Invoices for endorsement for Payment.  
RESOLVED: Trustee APPROVE payment of the schedule of invoices totalling £5,900.79. 
 
7:25pm Councillor C Cain left the meeting. 
 
HCWFC Request. 
RESOLVED:  Trustee APPROVE the request subject to pitch number two being available and fit for 
use. 
 
7:30pm Councillor C Cain entered the meeting. 
 
Junior Park Run Request. 
RESOLVED:  Trustee APPROVE the request to hold a Junior Park Run within the Park, subject to a 
suitable route being agreed with Officers.. 
 
Exclusion of Press and Public 
RESOLVED that due to the nature of the business relating to legal matters, that the press and public 
be excluded in accordance with the Public Bodies (Admissions to Meetings) Act 1960. 
 
Big Foot Studios Lease update. 
RESOLVED:  The Trustee APPROVE the extension to lease to the end of June 2025, with the 
Trustee to review in June 2025. 
 
 
The Meeting concluded at 7:45pm 
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Horden Recreation Ground Invoices for Payment - March 2025 
  

SUPPLIER DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT Pay 
Ref: 

Durham County Council 31.03.25 Oil & Filter Change on John Deere Ride On & Kubota 
Tractor 

£775.66 100536 

Rickerby Limited 10.03.25 Weibang Legacy 56 Pro Mower £1,500.00 100537 

Screwfix 12.03.25 Safety Trainers - CL £42.99 100538 
Select Telecom Limited 28.02.25  Fibre Broadband - March 2025 £47.40 D/D 

SSE 07.03.25 Welfare Ground Electricity 01/02/2025-28/02/2025 (Fully 
Recharged to HCWFC) 

£465.76 D/D 

SSE 13.03.25 Welfare Park Electricity 01/02/2025 - 02/03/2025 £76.86 D/D 
SSE 13.03.25 Floodlight (No2) 01/02/2025 - 27/02/2025 £63.34 D/D 
SSE 13.03.25 Works Building Electricity 03/01/2025 - 02/03/2025 

(recharged £54.46 to Heritage Tearooms) 
£108.53 D/D 

SSE 27.03.25 Cricket Pavilion Electricity 03/01/2025 - 02/03/2025 -£2.73 D/D 
Thinford Nurseries Ltd 17.03.25 Winter Bedding Plants  £2,035.20 100539 
Uniform Supplies Limited 19.03.25 Uniform Trousers - MB £23.94 PART 

100540 
Uniform Supplies Limited 26.03.25 Uniform - BP Trousers - AB & Vis Vests £119.87 PART 

100540 

Veolia 31.03.25 Trade Waste - March £249.98 D/D 
Wex 10.03.25 Equipment Fuel £106.47 D/D 
Wex 24.03.25 Equipment Fuel £109.64 D/D 
Wex 31.03.25 Equipment Fuel & Monthky Card Fee £110.92 D/D 
OTHER PAYMENTS         

Wave 13.03.25 Cricket Pavilion Water 13/12/2024 - 12/03/2025 (£24.00 
pcm) 

£66.96 D/D 

    Horden Recreation Ground  
MARCH 2025 TOTAL 

£5,900.79    
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HORDEN RECREATION GROUND 

Outdoor Team Manager Report 

1. Background 

This monthly report is to provide the council with an update of the program of works 
which were carried out in the Welfare Park, over the period of 27th March 2025 to 8th 
May 2025. 

2. Welfare Park Update 

2.1 The sports season is now in full swing, with the bowls, football and cricket 
pitches/greens requiring constant maintenance e.g. regular cutting, marking out 
to support the games every week. 

 The football season came to an end on 4th May. Therefore, we are 
carrying out end of season maintenance in preparation for next season. 
Over the years the goal mouths have risen, 6 inches higher than the pitch. 
This is caused by continuous dressing of that area. This is a common 
thing with football pitches.  It is a slow process of removing the excess 
loam, which usually requires a contractor. However, I am confident that we 
have the skills in house to do this.  We will also be overseeding the pitch 
ourselves.  

 Cutting and strimming of the pitch and surrounding areas have been 
carried out every week.  

 Bins emptied and litter picking after all games.   

2.2 Bowling Greens 

 The bowling season is well under way, with the greens opening on 11th 
April and are being well used.  

 Both greens are cut twice per week 
 Both greens have been vericut: this is a process of raking unwanted 

material, like moss and thatch out of the greens. 
 It has been very dry over the past few weeks; therefore, we have had to 

water green number 1. This takes quite a bit of time but is needed to keep 
it healthy.  

 The banks sides and surrounding areas are cut and strimmed every week. 
 The gutters surrounding the greens are raked and cleaned out regularly. 

 
2.3 Cricket Field 

 The cricket season has now commenced with the first games on 17th April.   
 Wickets are prepared two weeks prior to play; this is a slow process to 

achieve a good playing surface.  
 Cricket out-field is being cut twice per week with the (Toro) machine.  
 The surrounding grassed areas of the field have been cut and strimmed 

every week.  



Agenda Item 8 

 We have also applied a selective weed killer to the cricket out-field to 
remove unwanted weeds in the turf. 

 Prepared practice wickets for the senior and junior teams 

2.4 Number two training pitch 

 Number two training pitch is cut every week. 
 Cutting and strimming of surrounding areas. 
 The 3 pitches are marked out every week. 
 We now have a regular litter picking programme to control the area which 

litter collect near the hedgerow. 

2.5 Park Shrub Bed and other grassed areas: 

 When time allows from main duties, we have a programme ongoing of 
putting new bark chippings onto the shrub beds, around the park.  

 All grassed areas in the park are cut every week, around the flower beds 
and main drive.  

 We have carried out hand weeding of the flower beds in the park. 

Recommendation:  

The Council is recommended to note this report.  
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HORDEN RECREATION GROUND FINANCE REPORT 

This report details accounts as at 31 March 2025 – accounts on a straight line we should be around 100%. 

 

EXPENDITURE 

Account Page £ Spend/ 

£ Budget 

Explanation Comment Reported 

to Trustee 

4120 – Water 1 4,053/3,160 Will balance with Water re-charge  11/07/24 

4230 – Trade Waste 1 3,050/2,700 Green waste collection at beginning of 

year 

 11/07/24 

 

INCOME 

Account Page £ Receipt/ 

£ Budget 

Explanation Comment Reported to 

Trustee 

1220 – Water Recharge 1 1,963/650 Meter readings taken regularly and 

recharged appropriately 

 06/06/24 
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Horden Recreation Ground Invoices for Payment - April 2025   

SUPPLIER  DATE DESCRIPTION AMOUNT          
Pay 
Ref: 

Amazon 07.04.25 2 x Watering Lance £58.96   
Hutton Fire Protection 14.04.25  Annual Fire Extinguisher Servicing £129.60   

Rialtas Business Solutions 
Limited 

01.04.25 Annual software support for 5 Alpha Users 01/04/25 
- 31/03/26 

£352.80   

Rialtas Business Solutions 
Limited 

01.04.25 Making Tax Digital for VAT Annual Subscription 
01/04/25 - 31/03/26 

£139.20   

Geo Robinson & Son 31.03.25 Paint, Rollers, Brushes, WD40, String, Batteries, 
Ear Defenders and Security Locks 

£196.40   

Select Telecom Limited 31.03.25 Fibre Broadband £47.40 D/D 

SSE 07.04.25 Welfare Ground Electricity 01/03/2025-31/03/2025 
(Fully Recharged to HCWFC) 

£533.41 D/D 

SSE 14.04.25 Welfare Park Electricity 03/03/2025 - 31/03/2025 £71.26 D/D 
SSE 14.04.25 Cricket Pavilion Electricity 03/03/2025 - 31/03/2025 £24.30 D/D 
SSE 14.04.25 Floodlight (No2) 28/02/2025 - 31/03/2025 £42.79 D/D 
SSE 14.04.25 Works Building Electricity 03/03/2025 - 31/03/2025 

(recharged £91.85 to Heritage Tearooms) 
£197.22 D/D 

SSE 07.05.25 Welfare Ground Electricity 01/04/2025-30/04/2025 
(£484.18 Recharged to HCWFC) 

£498.20 D/D 

Turfcare Specialists Limited 09.04.25 Weedkiller £117.60   
Veolia 30.04.25 Trade Waste - April £249.98 D/D 
Wex 07.04.25 Equipment Fuel £83.92 D/D 
Wex 21.04.25 Equipment Fuel £108.92 D/D 
Wex 28.04.25 Equipment Fuel £214.11 D/D 
Wex 05.05.25 Monthly Card Fee £6.00 D/D 
OTHER PAYMENTS         

Wave 13.04.25 Water - Horden Heritage Centre 13/01/2025-
12/04/2025 (full recharge to Heritage Tearooms) 

£114.12 D/D 

Wave 13.04.25 Water - Football Grandstand 13/01/2025-
12/04/2025 (full recharge split between HCWFC & 
Bigfoot) 

£551.02 D/D 

    Horden Recreation Ground APRIL 2025 TOTAL £3,737.21    
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HORDEN RECREATION GROUND  

SOUTH TERRACE WALL UPDATE 

1. Background 
1.1 The Trustee has been aware of the requirement to replace the wall on the South 

Terrace side of Horden Welfare Park for some time. 
1.2 A Planning Application was recently submitted by Horden Parish Council as landowner. 

Planning consent was granted on 7th May 2025 subject to conditions. Consent is 
attached at Appendix 1 of this report 

1.3 A full tender exercise was undertaken during March 2025 with the support of the 
appointed architect, BBA. 

1.4 Four tenders were returned by the closing date. These were opened by The Clerk to The 
Council in the presence of Councillors Bill Morrow and Jackie Ward on 31st March 2025. 
A tender summary will be circulated as a confidential report at the meeting for 
consideration. Two further tenders were received after the closing date, these have not 
been considered. 

1.5 The Architect has scrutinised the tenders and made a tender report based upon the 
lowest tender received. The tender report will be circulated as a confidential report at 
the meeting for consideration. 

1.6 An earmarked reserve is held by Horden Parish Council of £111,250 for the project. The 
reserve is currently insufficient to meet the tendered costs, however earmarked 
movements at year ended 31 March 2025 are yet to be considered by the Council. The 
Trustee would need to request financial support from Horden Parish Council in order to 
progress this project further. 

 
2. Proposal 

2.1 In order to consider the tender proposals, it is suggested that an exclusion of press and 
public is agreed on the basis that the information is a contractual arrangement.  

2.2 In order to enable the Project to move forward in a timely manner, it is suggested that 
the Trustee considers the scope of the originally agreed project and whether to proceed 
with the project in its entirety or reduce the scope. 

2.3 Details of the scope of the contract can be found on the Council’s website at 
Procurement and Tender Invitations exceeding £5,000 - Horden Parish Council 

2.4 Once any decision has been made, Officers will be required to be delegated authority to 
work with the nominated contractor and request sufficient funding be requested from 
the Parish Council. 

 
3. Recommendation - Trustee is recommended to consider  

1. Acceptance of the lowest tender, subject to any reduction in scheme deemed necessary 
and instructions to Officers; 

2. any request for financial support from Horden Parish Council to enable the South Terrace 
Wall Replacement Project. 
 

Samantha J Shippen FCG, FSLCC, CMC 
Clerk to the Council  
May 2025. 


















